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Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Committee’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share infor-
mation on individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing 
educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. Your ideas and accomplishments will help sustain and strengthen this key com-
munications tool; please forward to alumni@maimonides.org. 

 Visit Maimonides on Facebook   Follow our Twitter feed, KolRambam
 Subscribe to our YouTube channel, MaimoTube

Reuven Cohn ’65, ז”ל, Bridged Generations with Passion, Wisdom and Caring

The Maimonides School community is 
mourning the untimely passing of Rabbi 
Reuven Zvi Cohn ’65, ז”ל, distinguished 
graduate and beloved teacher, whose 
story bridged the school’s generations 
and personified its vision.

Reuven was born in November 1947 to 
Mrs. Devorah ז”ל and Rabbi Moses J. 
Cohn ז”ל, escapees from the devastation 
of Europe during World War II.  The 
following year, Reuven’s father was 
promoted from teacher to principal at 
Maimonides School. That connection 
provided a variety of opportunities and 
challenges that Reuven often described. 
(Indeed, his “pet saying” in the Class of 
1965 yearbook was: “I have to live with 
him!”)

Mrs. Cohn, whose leadership of 
Women’s Auxiliary augmented her four 
decades of teaching in the Elementary 
School and resource room, was also a 
tireless advocate and chronicler of 
Maimonides.

One of six in the class to spend 13 years 
at Maimonides, Reuven was the English 
valedictorian at graduation. He earned 
his undergraduate degree at Yeshiva 
College and was 
ordained at Yeshiva 
University’s Rabbi Isaac 
Elchanan Theological 
Seminary by Rabbi Dr. 
Joseph B. Soloveitchik, 
 who as founder of ,זצ”ל
Maimonides School 
hired Reuven’s father.

Reuven first taught in 
the Mamonides high 
school from 1972 to 
1974, while a graduate 
student in Jewish 
history at Harvard 
University. He subse-
quently earned a J.D. at 
Yale University, and 
practiced law until returning to the 
Maimonides faculty in 2002.

Reuven taught Jewish history 
to hundreds of high school 
students. Many have testified 
regarding his passion for the 
subject, and his focus on both 
student engagement and the 
welfare of his charges. “He 
loved teaching like nothing 
else. He loved uncovering the 
depths of each and every 
sacred word, each and every 
syllable, its poetry, its depth, its 
history, its impact,” wrote 
Rabbi Marc Gopin ’75. “This 
was a man who truly cared for, 

and loved, his students beyond the call 
of duty,” wrote David Lutati ’17, citing a 
personal experience.

As technology advanced, Reuven 
adapted. “Rabbi Cohn asked each of his 
students to email him about something 
we learned in class or about the reading 
after each class,” said Ayelet Ehren-
kranz ’16. “Often he would respond to 
my emails with a question. Rabbi Cohn 
truly cared about his students and 
forced us to think in ways we hadn’t 
before.”

Rabbi Dov Huff ’00, Middle and Upper 
School limudei kodesh principal, spoke 
at the funeral on Oct. 2. “He did not 
teach curricula; he taught kids,” Rabbi 
Huff said. “He could make the most 

Reuven and Rabbi Dr. Naftali Cohn at commencement in June 1991. 
(Photo by Lenny Eisenberg ‘68)

At a Maimonides Yom Orchim: Reuven and Rochelle Cohn and 
their granddaughter Sarit Novich ’25.

continued on page2
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School Community Mourns Reuven Cohn ‘65, ז”ל continued from page 1

uninteresting things sound fascinating.” 
Teaching was Rabbi Cohn’s calling, 
Rabbi Huff said, but he was also “the 
ultimate student, someone who truly 
learned from everyone.”

Reuven’s son Rabbi Dr. Naftali Cohn 
’91 said at the funeral that his father 
“inspired me to be the scholar and 
teacher that I am.” Naftali said his father 
followed in the footsteps of his grand-
parents. “Everyone who encountered 
him learned something from him.” 
Naftali’s sister Beruria (Cohn) Novich 
’94 said Rabbi Cohn “understood the 
essence of fatherhood,” both as a parent 
and as a grandparent. Naftali and his 
wife Zehava have three children, as do 
Beruria and her husband Jonathan.

Eliezer Cohn ’73 said his older brother 
“inherited from our father an insatiable 
thirst for knowledge.” Sister Avivah 
(Cohn) Yasnyi ’62 spoke of Reuven’s 
care and concern for their parents. 

Reuven is also survived by brother 
Yaakov Cohn ’60.

Reuven was a widely admired and 
beloved teacher of 
adults for many 
years in the greater 
Boston area, 
through Hebrew 
College, CJP, and 
Maayan. Mishnah 
study, Jewish 
liturgy, and 
rabbinic and medi-
eval Jewish History 
were his favorite 
topics to teach.

He was the 
longest-serving 
teacher with 
Hebrew College’s 
Me’ah adult educa-
tion program, and 
was about to begin 
his 23rd year. The 

adult learning team at the college 
issued a tribute, saying, “His devotion to 
his Me’ah students, passion for his 
subject matter, and brilliance were 

noted and appreciated by all who were 
honored to know him. Descriptors from 
his student evaluations paint a picture 
of an extraordinary man and teacher: 
deeply interested in others, modest and 
respectful, thoughtful and inspiring.” 

Reuven had a unique ability to describe 
the evolution of Maimonides School in a 
religious, historical, and cultural context. 
He spoke at major school events, and 
was the opening speaker in a 2006 
documentary film about Rabbi 
Soloveitchik.

At one milestone event, he emphasized 
the significance of alumni enrolling their 
children in the school. “What better 
symbol is there of the school’s success?” 
he wrote. “The parents chose to 
transmit to the children that which they 
themselves received from Maimonides.”

The cover of the 1993 Maimonides Adbook Supplement: Rabbi M.J. Cohn, z”l, 
dances with his grandchildren, surrounded by (from left) Yaakov Cohn ‘60, 
cousin Yaakov Applegrad, Reuven Cohn and Mark Blechner ‘67. 
(Photo by Lenny Eisenberg ‘68)

Award-winners circa 1963: front, from left: Ellen Brem Grosbard ‘64, Tamy Simon Chelst ‘66, 
Martelle Gavarin ‘66, Sheila Silver Rubin ‘68 and Sandra Wintman Welkes ‘68; rear, from left, 
Richard Cohen ‘67, Reuven Cohn ‘65, Chaim Sidney Budnick ‘65, Eliezer (Louis) Birnbaum ‘64, 
Gary Banks ‘64 ז”ל, Alan Gulko ‘65 and Mark Blechner ‘67.
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Graduate’s Brew Helps Boost Israel’s Fledgling Craft Beer Industry

Craft beers are proliferating in Israel, 
and a Maimonides School graduate is 
part of the phenomenon.

Asher Zimble ’09 brews a commercial 
product called Oak and Ash. “Right now 
we’re fairly local... only the real beer 
places know of us and carry our beer,” 
he said. “But we’re branching out and 
growing.”

Following Maimonides graduation, 
Asher learned at Yeshivat Lev HaTorah in 
Beit Shemesh. “I was more into the trips, 
hiking, camping, etc. than the formal 
classes, and I came away with a love 
for the country and a strong desire to 
make aliyah,” he said. “By the summer of 
2010, I was on a Nefesh B’Nefesh flight 
to Israel.”

One of his first stops was a mechina 
(pre-army preparatory program) in a 
small town called Keshet, “a little bit 
north of the middle of nowhere. The 
mechina gave me the skills I needed 
to thrive in the army, as well as a lot of 
good friends throughout the country.” 

Asher said he discovered brewing a few 
years ago. “I tasted some commercial 
lager and remember thinking, ‘I bet I 
could make something better than this.’ 
That’s really what got me started as a 
craft brewer.” While in Chicago for a 
simcha after completing three years of 
army service, he sat in on a college-level 
course on brewing. For the next year he 
worked in Israeli breweries, ultimately 
landing a job as head brewer for the 
popular Dancing Camel brewery in 
central Tel Aviv.

There’s no brewery in the Zimble home 
in Givat Shmuel. “I brew the beer at the 
Dancing Camel facility. We’re space-
sharing to our mutual benefit. I get 
to use his brewery equipment and he 
gets to use my packaging equipment.” 
Asher employs an assistant brewer 

and a salesperson. Asher’s wife Meira 
(Altabet) ’09 “is involved with our 
online content to some degree but 
she is mostly focused on her master’s 
degree program,” Asher said. They have 
a one-year-old daughter, Hadar.

“My goal is to make flavorful beers,” 
Asher explained. “I want people to bring 
six packs of craft beer when they go 
to friends for meals or parties. You can 
enjoy several average-strength 
beers with your friends, try 
something different every time, 
and still wake up the next day 
to get to work on time. Also, it’s 
not going to break the bank, 
and each bottle or can is one 
serving, so you can easily save 
some for later.”  

Asher said that although 
“making beer is a fairly compli-
cated process, I can try to sum it 
up on one foot: Brewers make a 
home for yeast, and yeast makes 
it into beer.”

He delineated the steps: “Grind 
your malt. Mix your malt with 
warm water to activate the 
enzymes and convert the starch 
to sugar -- in brewery terms, 
mash. Let the enzymes do their 
thing. Then strain your sugary 
water, called wort, through the grains 
and into the boil kettle, adding more 
hot water while you do this so that you 
get all the sugar and the correct volume 
of wort in the kettle.”

Then comes boiling, “which sanitizes 
the wort, denatures the enzymes, 
removes proteins from the solution, and 
extracts bitterness and aroma from the 
hops. Then cool it down so the brewer’s 
yeast doesn’t die -- it can’t handle expo-
sure to temperatures over 33 degrees. 
Move the liquid to the fermenter and 
add yeast. Now it’s beer.” 

“We are working to get certification 
from the local rabbanut for Oak and Ash, 
so that our customers won’t have to be 
concerned about any kashrut issues,” 
Asher said. 

Those issues are interesting. “Some 
beers are aged in wooden barrels previ-
ously used to age or store non-kosher 
wine.  Some authorities think this is a 
problem while others say using wine 

barrels isn’t a problem.” Oak and Ash 
does not use wine barrels.

Also, “spices, fruit, fish, even meat can 
be added to beer to give it special 
flavorings and that’s just the natural 
stuff.  Some beers also use coloring 
agents, and it’s important to know 
what the dye is made out of. As a rule of 
thumb, if your beer is vegan the addi-
tives are probably also kosher-friendly.“

“Some of the filtering aids and other 
products that are used to help make 
beer clear can come from non-kosher 

Asher Zimble ’09, right, and friend Leo Newmark 
at the Dancing Camel in Tel Aviv.

continued on page 5
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Alumna’s Book Explores “What Actually Happened to the Arts in Nazi Germany”

“When we look closely at the arts in 
Nazi Germany, we see that, in fact, Nazi 
leaders were far from repressive or 
dictatorial. They did all they could to 
promote the arts, because they wanted 
to be seen as civilized patrons of the 
arts and wanted the world to take them 
seriously as a modern, industrial world 
power.”

Pamela Potter ’77, professor of 
German and music at the University 
of Wisconsin, Madison, explores this 
theme in her book published last year, 
Art of Suppression: Confronting the 
Nazi Past in Histories of the Visual and 
Performing Arts (University of 
California Press).

“In my book, I try to under-
stand why historians have 
distorted what actually 
happened to the arts in Nazi 
Germany. I conclude that one 
has felt the need to exag-
gerate the Nazis’ suppression 
of the arts because it is too 
hard to imagine that German 
culture could coexist with Nazi 
barbarity,” she explained.  

The Nazis, she said, “actu-
ally hoped to preserve and 
promote Germany’s cultural 
standing in the world, but they were 
determined to do this without the 
participation of Jews and took extreme 
measures to make sure Jews would not 
be a part of Germany’s future.” 

At Maimonides in the 1970s, high school 
classes were instrumental “in shaping 
my thinking,” Pamela remembered.  “It 
was that unique combination of curri-
cula that trained me to think critically 
and, in a very Talmudic way, to strive to 
construct counterarguments and alter-
native points of view, and to apply those 
skills to my training and profession in 
the liberal arts.” 

 “I think I can actually trace my interest 
in Nazi Germany to my senior year at 
Maimonides, when I was involved in 
putting together an exhibit on children 
of the Holocaust for Yom Hashoah,” 
she related.  “It was an intense experi-
ence that impressed upon me the 
need to keep the conversation about 
the Holocaust alive, to ensure that this 
modern-day assault on Jewish existence 
would never be forgotten, and above all 
to try to understand how it could have 
happened in the first place – how anti-
Semitism could ever have escalated to 
the level of destruction it reached.”

As an undergrad-
uate at Harvard, 
“I crafted a major 
that would 
allow me to 
do both music 
and history, 
and heeded 
the advice of an 
instructor that 
the whole area 
of music in Nazi 
Germany was 
one that had not 
received much 
attention.  It was 
when I wrote my 

thesis, however, that I started to see just 
how much work needed to be done.”

After World War II, she observed, 
Germans “had little opportunity to 
reflect as they became preoccupied 
with rebuilding their society – shat-
tered both physically and morally – and 
were being drawn into fighting on both 
sides of the Cold War. They chose to 
see themselves as victims of a ruthless 
dictatorship who had lived through 
a moment of temporary insanity and 
were now ready to rejoin the forces of 
good.”

 “Accounts of life in Nazi Germany 
tended to be drawn in black and white, 
with clear distinctions between the few 
perpetrators and the majority of power-
less German subjects,” she continued. 
“Of course, historians soon started to 
flesh out these accounts and under-
stand the complexities of Nazi society, 
but the role of the arts in Nazi Germany 
rarely attracted much notice.”

Several years ago, while teaching a 
course at Wisconsin on Nazi culture, “I 
began to see even more clearly how 
much confusion, contradiction, and 
misinformation there was regarding 
the arts in Nazi Germany.  Those writing 
about it insisted that the Nazi govern-
ment strictly imposed its own backward 
tastes on all artists and performers and 
stifled all artistic progress, but no one 
was able to prove this with any consis-
tency.  It was my students who pointed 
out these inconsistencies and inspired 
me to write this book after more than 
two decades of wrestling with these 
issues myself.”  

And many of those issues seem espe-
cially relevant in the current U.S. political 
climate, Pamela commented.

“When I finished writing my book 
in 2015, a year before we witnessed 
the ugliness of the 2016 presidential 
campaign, I stressed that the differ-
ences between our society today and 
that of the Nazis was that we would 
never employ such extreme tactics of 
exploiting xenophobia and playing on 
the fears of those who feel disenfran-
chised,” she said.  

“I would completely rewrite that portion 
of my book today.  We have seen, in the 
ugliest terms, how it has been possible 
even to revive classic anti-Jewish stereo-
types we might have thought were long 
dead.”

Prof. Pamela Potter ‘77

continued on page 6
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Retreating from Irma, Floridians Find Food, Shelter and Warmth in Atlanta

Rabbi Allan Houben ’98 arrived in 
Atlanta several weeks ago to take the 
position of instructional team leader, 
upper school Judaic studies, at Atlanta 
Jewish Academy. “We were invited out 
so much – the community has really 
been amazing and welcoming,” Allan 
said. He and his wife Lisa Bergman and 
their four daughters had no opportuni-
ties to welcome guests in their home. 

That changed overnight – literally.

As Hurricane Irma blasted toward 
Florida near the beginning of 
September, thousands of residents 
traveled north to Georgia to escape the 
dangerous storm. Many found refuge in 
Atlanta, where Jews were welcomed by 
individuals and institutions alike.

 “There were a lot of different pieces 
to what was going on, between two 
shuls working on housing and feeding. 
Atlanta Jewish Academy also hosted a 
meal,” Allan said. 

“We were involved as liaisons for a 
multitude of friends in Florida,” he 
continued, noting that he and his family 
lived in Boca Raton for nine years.  “We 
were organizing for them, finding places 
to stay, hosting big meals in our home 
and an open house on Shabbos.”

“Over the course of Shabbos, we hosted 
more than 70 people, including 22 
Friday night, 34 for Shabbos lunch and 

others throughout the afternoon and 
for seudah shlishit. They were actually 
our first guests,” Allan said. “We housed 
and fed five families in our home and 
our neighbors’.”

“Allan, my new neighbor, set us up 
to host a family of six,” said Dr. Benji 
Flusberg ’95. “It was very nice to get to 
know a new family.”

Other alumni were involved as well. “We 
had a family from Boca Raton staying 
with us. It was a fantastic weekend, and 
yesterday went OK with the storm,” said 
Eli Geller ’96, who noted that his home 
lost power from the remnants of Irma.

“We had seven folks with us,” said Dr. 
Josh Winer ’94. “We had two great 
meals over Shabbos and they also were 
hanging out eating at the shul.” He 
noted the joint efforts of Congregations 

Beth Jacob and Young Israel. Douglas 
Stein ’89 said his family also hosted a 
family for Shabbat.

“Some families stayed here on their 
way up north -- we never knew how 
many people were coming,” Allan 
commented. “The Loberfelds (Josh 
’98) were here and I didn’t know it until I 
met them in the supermarket.”

Rabbi Allan Houben, front, right, hosts friends from Florida at a late-night barbecue, 
including Naomi Cohn, director of NCSY’s Southern Region.

Craft brewing in Israel
animals. Although at the end of the day 
none of these products remain in the beer, 
I could see how this may be an issue,” 
Asher said. He noted that “Oak and Ash is 
careful to use in its beers only those addi-
tives and products that have been certi-
fied kosher.”  

Oak and Ash “is a play on words. We age 
all of our beers with oak, and I brew them 
so it’s oak and Asher (Ash).”

There are many craft beer festivals in 
Israel, and Oak and Ash has been featured 
at one so far. “It was a ton of fun,” Asher 
recounted. He noted that every year 
the Dancing Camel serves beer at the 
American Consulate Fourth of July party, 
where he chatted with Palestinian Arabs 
who brew Taybeh beer. “They are nice 
guys who brew a nice beer, and I could see 
us working together on something in the 
future.”

continued from page 3

Oak and Ash, ready for shipping
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Alumna Lands New Position That Combines Good Taste and Love for Israel

Tatiana Hasson ’10 has developed 
a love for wine, “and I appreciate 
specifically wines coming from different 
regions in Israel.” She also has “a passion 
for the connection to the physical land 
of Israel.”

That is a natural combination for her new 
position as director of engagement and 
outreach for a charitable enterprise in 
Israel called Wine on the Vine.

“Wine on the Vine aims to connect 
people from all over the world to Israel 
and its winemaking traditions in a phys-
ical way,” Tatiana explained. The orga-
nization has established partnerships 
with wineries around Israel, and donors 
purchase grapevines to be planted in an 
Israeli vineyard as a memorial or honor. 

“Up to 75 percent of the money used 
to purchase vines is distributed among 
an array of partner charities that help 
sectors of Israeli society in innovative 
ways,” she said.

Tatiana, a University of Maryland 
graduate who made aliyah in May, was 
immediately recruited for her position 
by a former teacher. Rabbi Dov Lipman, 
who served in the Knesset, is president 
of Wine on the Vine. Tatiana learned with 
him when she was at Machon Maayan 
in 2010-11. (Rabbi Lipman also was once 
on the staff of Yeshivat Yesodei Torah, 

co-founded by Rabbi Scott Kahn ’88, 
and they still record podcasts together.)

“Rabbi Lipman reached out to me,” 
Tatiana related.  “As he became more 
involved in politics, we remained in 
touch, since I was involved in college 
Israel advocacy and 
then worked for the 
David Project.”

“I then met the rest 
of the team and 
learned more about 
the project,” she 
continued. “I really 
connected with the 
mission, vision, and 
passion of this initia-
tive and the rest of 
the staff.” 

Tatiana noted that 
“the main influences 
on my love for Israel 
were my experi-
ences in Israel. My 
gap year in Israel 
is when my true 
love for Israel and 
Zionism developed. Whether it is my 
fellow Zionist friends, Israeli friends and 
family, teachers, or random strangers in 
the street, everyone played a role in my 
love for Israel.”  Tatiana recently became 
a guide for HaShomer HaChadash, an 
Israeli organization with the goal of 

connecting Israelis to the land through 
learning about, working, and guarding 
the land.

“I personally hope to visit the wineries 
more in the future, once we increase 
and really pick up our selling of vines,” 

she said. “Addition-
ally, we hope to 
host more events in 
conjunction with the 
wineries.”

Tatiana had a familiar 
opportunity to work 
on “engaging people 
in our project and 
building personal 
and organizational 
partnerships” at 
a greater Boston 
launch party for 
Wine on the Vine on 
Sept. 11. The event 
took place in her 
family’s restaurant, 
Cafe Eilat in Brook-
line, featuring wine 
tasting and a buffet.

“I think we are so lucky and privileged to 
be living in a time that we can work, live 
and develop the land of Israel,” Tatiana 
asserted. “The growing of vineyards and 
the wine industry are directly connected 
to that opportunity.”

Tatiana Hasson’10, left, and her Wine on 
the Vine colleague Johanna Silverio at a 
Boston event last month.

Graduate’s Book on the Arts in Nazi Germany
Germans in the 1920s and 1930s saw 
themselves as wronged, she said. They 
“lived through the crushing defeat of 
World War I, saw their livelihood and their 
dignity disappear with hyperinflation, 
and welcomed the easy answers Hitler 
offered them to explain the cause of their 
misery: That all of their problems could be 
blamed on the Jews.”

“It seemed inconceivable that a regime 
based on hatred and destruction could 
win over German artists and intellectuals 
by offering them patronage, protec-
tion, and the free pursuit of their artistic 
expression. But by distorting this past, we 
have created a Nazi Germany that is little 
more than a caricature, a society without 
any real people making real choices, 
including the choices to overlook the 

atrocities going on around them and to 
take advantage of new opportunities to 
further their careers.”  

Pamela, who earned her master’s and 
Ph.D. at Yale, previously taught at Stanford 
University and the University of Illinois 
before moving to Madison. She also has 
been a visiting professor at the University 
of Chicago. 

continued from page 4
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Maimonides School Alumni Here and There…

Amy (Kahn) Goldman ’90 has been 
elected to the Maimonides School 
Board of Directors, the fifth graduate 
serving on the current board. Amy, 
owner of It’s Your Party event 
planning, earned her under-
graduate degree at Brandeis and 
a master’s in social work from 
New York University. She and her 
husband Adam have four children, 
including Ariel ’15 and Elisheva 
’17. Other alumni on the board 
of directors are Jonathan Chiel 
’75, Alex Klibaner ’91, Dr. Ernest 
Mandel ’96 and Sam Wald ’92.

The family of Ezra Schwartz ’15, 
 has established the Ezra ,זק”ל
Schwartz Maccabi Baseball Scholarship 
for a Maimonides baseball player on the 
regional Maccabi team. The scholarship 
was established with the support of 
athletes and parents of Boston Maccabi 
alumni. The scholarship is awarded 
to a Maimonides baseball player who 
exemplifies Ezra’s love of the game 
and leadership abilities. The recipient 
of the scholarship is chosen by the 
Maimonides baseball coach. Doni Berg 
’18 was the 2016 recipient and Hillel 
Schwartz ’20 was recognized this past 
summer. 

Clark University senior Adam Katzman 
’14 finished high school with a passion 
for American government and politics. 
After three years with the Clark Student 

Council, intern-
ships with a state 
representative and 
a congresswoman, 
and a fellowship 
with a Boston-based 
political campaign 
incubator, Adam 
received funding 
from the university’s 
Liberal Education 
and Effective Practice 
(LEEP) initiative. The 

grant underwrites his fellowship with 
The Blue Lab, which provides resources 
for progressive candidates running for 
office. In this role, he was responsible for 
overseeing 30 of his peers and advising 
five clients.  Last summer he served as 
an associate, strategizing with candi-
dates throughout Massachusetts and 
New Hampshire; conducting research 
on district demographics and media 
strategy; and canvassing and calling 
voters. Adam, son of Robin (Aronson) 
’79 and Scott Katzman, has served as 
president of Clark Hillel, vice president 

of Student Council, and assistant volun-
teer coordinator at the Boys & Girls Club 
of Worcester.  

Miriam Aczel ’08, a Ph.D. researcher 
at the Centre for Environmental Policy 
at Imperial College, London, recently 
won the Graduate Student category 
of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science’s Science 
and Human Rights Coalition student 
essay competition. Her winning essay, 
“Fracking and Human Rights: Using a 
Rights-Based Framework to Regulate a 
New Technology,” explored the environ-
mental and health impacts of fracking, 
a process of extracting oil and gas from 
shale rock. Miriam’s research focus is 
on the international regulation of shale 
gas extraction, as well as environmental 
and public health impacts of hydraulic 
fracturing in the USA, UK, EU, and China. 
She recently spent time as a visiting 
researcher at the Environmental Law 
Institute in Washington, DC and the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  
She accepted her award at the coali-
tion’s annual meeting in Washington, 
DC. Sixty-six students from 32 countries 
entered the competition.

Adam Katzman ’14

Lisa (Kahn ) Kriegel (left) and Dr. Batsheva Halberstam, both 1993 
Maimonides graduates, pose with children Maya and Ethan, who are 
both in the same second grade class.

Adam Aghion ‘02 and son Eitan Moshe pose with Francois Maxime, 
long-time member of the Maimonides School buildings and 
grounds staff, and his son Josiah. The Maximes were visiting in the 
Washington, DC area. 
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1981
Mazal tov to 

Miriam and Dr. Jeffrey Kosowsky on the birth of 
their granddaughter, Shoshana Rachel. Parents are 
Tova (Ramelson) ’09 and Michael Kosowsky ’09.

Sharon (Epstein) and Dr. Shlomo Lerner on the 
birth of their granddaughter. Parents are Meira 
(Lerner) ’08 and Shmuel Unterberg.

1982
Dr. Rebecca (Kolodny) and Steven Schwartz on 
the marriage of their daughter Marissa ’09 to Ari 
Schaffer.

1985
Mazal tov to Drs. Dror and Jennifer (Kosowsky) 
Michaelson on the birth of their grandson. Parents 
are Chloe and Jonathan Michaelson ’12. 

1986
Mazal tov to Elissa (Levine) and Eliot Green on the 
engagement of their daughter Yael ’14 to Jared 
Kraay ’14.

1995
Mazal tov to Yehudit (Robinson) and Samuel 
Daitch on the birth of their daughter, Shira Eva. 
Grandparents are Debbie and Morris Robinson.

1996
Mazal tov to

Maya (Krohn) and David Joyandeh on the birth 
of their son. Grandparents are Risa and Dr. David 
Krohn.

Liz Miller on her marriage to Alan Betts. Liz is the 
daughter of Susan and Charles Miller.

1997
Mazal tov to Dahlia and Dr. Yoni Weinberg on the 
birth of their daughter. Grandparents are Sharon 
and Aaron Weinberg.

1999
Mazal tov to Kaila Wruble and Benjamin Shimshak 
on the birth of their son, Akiva Natan. Grandparents 
are Marcia and Prof. Daniel Shimshak

2000
Mazal tov to Amy and Dovid Green on the birth 
of their daughter, Odelia Caroline. Grandfather is 
Ralph Green.

2003
Mazal tov to

Sarah and Rabbi Noah Cheses on the birth of 
their son, Ezra Dov. Grandparents are Nechama and 
Aryeh Cheses.

Jillian and Aaron Hartman on the birth of their 
son, Moshe Ezra. Grandparents are Shoshana and 
Rabbi Barry Hartman. 

Donna and Dr. Ilan Mizrahi on the birth of their 
son, Asher Samuel. Grandparents are Dr. Arielle and 
Alain Mizrahi.

Dr. Noga Ravid and Dr. Andrew Joseph 
Bestwick on the birth of their son, Jacob Moses.  
Grandparents are Dr. Shmuel and Prof. Katya Ravid.

2004
Mazal tov to

Miriam (Langermann) and Judah Rosenblatt on 
the birth of their son, Theo David. Grandparents 
are Sheila and Daniel Langermann ’69, and 
Tzipporah (Twersky) ’75 and Rabbi Jonathan 
Rosenblatt.

Yael Skversky on her marriage to Gideon Blocq. 
Yael is the daughter of Karen Skversky and Philip 
Skversky.

2005
Mazal tov to Ilanna (Birnbaum) and Noam Heller 
on the birth of their son, Jack Oliver. Grandfather is 
Dr. Herb Birnbaum.

2006
Mazal tov to

Beth Japhet on her engagement to Yossi Benzino. 
Beth is the daughter of Barbara and Yuri Japhet.

Dr. Raphy Rosen on his marriage to Emily Belfer. 
Raphy is the son of Amy and Dr. Hillel Rosen.

Rachel (Levy) and Irv Schlussel on the birth of 
their son, Noah Ari. Grandparents are Robin and 
Philip Levy.

1967
Mazal tov to Debbie and Mark Blechner on the 
birth of their grandson. Parents are Daniella Ortal 
Azrad and Joey Blechner ’09.

1969
Mazal tov to Sheila and Daniel Langermann on 
the birth of their grandson, Theo David. Parents 
are Miriam (Langermann) ’04 and Judah 
Rosenblatt.

1970
Mazal tov to Elaine and Dr. Alan Kellerman on 
the birth of their granddaughter, Michal Malka 
Wiener.

1971
Mazal tov to Alexandra (Farkas) and Enrique 
Mitman on the engagement of their daughter 
Liana to Chad Brodsky.

1973
Mazal tov to Amy and Naty Katz on the engage-
ment of their son Akiva ’11 to Samantha Meisels.

1974
Mazal tov to

Adina and Carl Sherer on the marriage of their 
son Baruch Yosef to Atara Blumenthal, and the 
birth of a granddaughter, Ahuva Miriam, daughter 
of Avraham Yaakov and Meira Sherer.

Debra (Weiner) and Jay Solomont on the birth 
of their granddaughter.

1975
Mazal tov to

Diane and Barry Mael on the marriage of their 
daughter Emma to Yossi Katz.

Tzipporah (Twersky) and Rabbi Jonathan 
Rosenblatt on the birth of their grandson, Theo 
David. Parents are Miriam (Langermann) ’04 
and Judah Rosenblatt.

CLASS NOTES

continued on page 9
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2008
Mazal tov to 

David Fine on his engagement to Carly 
Rothman. David is the son of Wendy and Prof. 
Charles Fine.

Meira (Lerner) and Shmuel Unterberg on 
the birth of their daughter, Batsheva Avigayil. 
Grandparents are Sharon (Epstein) ’81 and Dr. 
Shlomo Lerner.

2009
Mazal tov to

Daniella Ortal Azrad and Joey Blechner on the 
birth of their son. Grandparents are Debbie and 
Mark Blechner ’67.

Tova (Ramelson) and Michael Kosowsky on 
the birth of their daughter, Shoshana Rachel. 
Grandparents are Sharon and Dr. Harley Ramelson 
and Miriam and Dr. Jeff Kosowsky ’81.

Elli and Benjamin Marks on the birth of their 
daughter, Isla. Grandparents are Barbara Gold 
Marks and Paul Marks.

CLASS NOTES continued

Leah Sarna on her marriage to Ethan Schwartz. 
Leah is the daughter of Drs. Ruth Langer and 
Jonathan Sarna.

Aaron Schacht on his marriage to Rachel Brown. 
Aaron is the son of Phyllis and David Schacht.

Marissa Schwartz on her marriage to Ari Schaffer. 
Marissa is the daughter of Dr. Rebecca (Kolodny) 
’82 and Steven Schwartz.

Lauren Singer and Jonathan Costa on the birth of 
their daughter, Olivia Sarit. Grandparents are Dava 
and Alan Singer.

2010
Mazal tov to Zachary Avigan on his marriage to 
Leora Boussi. Zach is the son of Drs. Michelle and 
David Avigan. 

2011
Mazal tov to

Akiva Katz on his engagement to Samantha 
Meisels. Akiva is the son of Amy and Naty Katz ’73.

Tifara Ramelson on her engagement to Nathan 
Lauer. Tifara is the daughter of Sharon and Dr. 
Harley Ramelson.

2012
Mazal tov to

Benji Berg on his marriage to Danna Homa. Benji is 
the son of Susie and David Berg.

Talia Epstein on her engagement to Eytan Baratz. 
Talia is the daughter of Beth and Marc Epstein.

Eitan Kahn on his marriage to former classmate 
Yael Shapiro. Eitan is the son of Orly and Dr. Natan 
Kahn.

Adin Liss on his marriage to Ora Schneck. Adin is 
the son of Mindy and Martin Liss.

Chloe and Jonathan Michaelson on the birth of 
their son. Grandparents are Drs. Dror and Jennifer 
(Kosowsky) Michaelson ’85. 

Sarah Ricklan and Elliot Salinger on their mar-
riage. Sarah is the daughter of Drs. Deborah Mehl 
and David Ricklan. Elliot is the son of Amy and Jay 
Salinger.

2014
Mazal tov to Yael Green on her engagement to 
Jared Kraay. Yael is the daughter of Elissa (Levine) 
’86 and Eliot Green. Jared is the son of Chantal and 
Amos Lawrence.

Members of the Maimonides School Class of 2017, newly arrived for a year of learning in Israel, 
gather for an Erev Shabbat photo in downtown Yerushalayim.
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Yaakov Feit ’98 earned a master’s in 
urban planning from Columbia Univer-
sity. Now he spends most of his profes-
sional time “analyzing large datasets of 
information pertaining to U.S. shipping” 
as a geospatial analyst for the Maritime 
Administration (MARAD), part of the 
federal Department of Transportation in 
Washington, DC.

“A geospatial analyst uses Geographic 
Information Systems (GIS) to collect 
and analyze geographically referenced 
data,” Yaakov explained. “The results are 
depicted on a map.” 

“The Maritime Administration focuses 
on all aspects of maritime activity – 
shipping, the U.S. flag fleet, seaports, 
canals,” he continued. “MARAD also 
supports maritime academies, one of 
which is a federal school, others part 
of state school systems.  These schools 
graduate merchant marines, who staff 
the U.S. flag fleet.”

Yaakov received his bachelor of science 
degree from the University of Michigan 
and worked for three-and-a-half years 
as an on-site contractor with the Volpe 
National Transportation Systems Center 
in Cambridge.  

“I was already interested in building 
projects, and got involved in large-scale 
infrastructure programs,” he said. “In 
graduate school I pursued urban plan-
ning to keep working on such projects. 

My degree focused on transportation 
infrastructure, especially airports and 
seaports, and my thesis focused on 
seaports.”

Subsequent work experience included 
many projects using GIS for gathering, 
analyzing, and visualizing geograph-
ically-referenced data for master 
planning and transportation projects, 
Yaakov continued. So the position with 
MARAD is ideal. “I get to combine my 
work experience and interests in port 
infrastructure and GIS.”

Yaakov said his group focuses on “U.S. 
shipping and physical infrastructure, 
such as seaports, 
canals, and other 
maritime infrastruc-
ture.”  MARAD also 
provides information 
to senior decision-
makers, including 
reports to Congress 
and the secretary of 
transportation, he 
said, adding that the 
reports are publicly 
available.

“One of the major 
challenges is the 
disparate sources of 
data -- just finding 
what’s out there,” 
Yaakov said.  “We 

receive data from various private 
subscription services, the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, NOAA, among 
others. Another challenge is using all 
this data to write reports for a variety 
of audiences.  Occasionally, data is used 
for congressional reports or testimony.  
Frequently, MARAD publishes data 
and reports (https://www.data.gov/
maritime).  Other times, we respond to 
requests from other agencies.”

Right now Yaakov is still getting his feet 
wet (pun intended) at his new position. 
However, “I have plans to visit some of 
the seaports and ships that we work 
with.”

At Work, Alumnus Focuses on U.S. Shipping and Physical Infrastructure

Yaakov Feit ‘98

http://https://www.data.gov/maritime/
http://https://www.data.gov/maritime/

